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every member of the profession to truly render the exact
meaning of the unambiguous words of other writers ? 2 On
account of the delay which took place in the publication of
my letter of May 14th (a delay which I can quite under-
stand) I sent a copy of it to the editors of the Glasgow
Medical Journal, and they, after publishing it and Mr.
Lennox Browne’s rejoinder, appended the note which follows
on this letter. Although a reply has already been given
with regard to this controversy by the editors of the

Glasgow Medical Journal, I consider it most desirable that
the Editors of THE LANCET also should express their opinion
on this question of ethics. It is not to me a personal
matter. What I want to do is to vindicate professional
ethics as applied to such cases.

T a,m. Sirs. vonrs fa,ithfullv.
July 3rd, 1894. DAVID NEWMAN.

Editorial Note in the ’&deg; Glasgow Medical Journal. "
"We publish Mr. Lennox Browne’s letter, but must at the

same time express regret at its tone and method. Dr. New-
man pointed out that Mr. Browne, in what he cites as an
exact quotation, alters an important word, thereby changing
the meaning entirely. Mr. Browne does not deny altering
the word, and we are convinced that his contention that he
has not altered the meaning is not made good. When an
author who is citing a case as cancerous from the onset states
that at one period he believed it to be innocent, it is altering
his meaning entirely to substitute "demonstrated" for
"believed," " and to make it appear that he still believes it
to be innocent at the time of the first examination. Mr.
Browne’s further claim that Dr. Newman was at one time an
adherent of the opinion that such innocent growths may by
surgical interference be transformed into malignant tumours,
seems to us to be equally devoid of foundation. The passages
quoted by Mr. Browne from Dr. Newman’s writings show
that the latter believes in the transformation of innocent
into malignant growths, but we have not discovered a single
word favouring the idea that he ever believed that instru-
mental interference is an element in producing such trans-
formation. The long quotations in which Mr. Browne
indulges are thus entirely wide of the mark and do not bear
out his contention. We have made these remarks without
consulting Dr. Newman, and simply to bring back the reader
to the points in dispute, which Mr. Browne obscures in a
cloud of words. EDITORS G.H.J."
Gksgow Medical Journal, July, 1894.
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To t7te Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Will you kindly allow me to say that the Manchester
weekly return, of which you speak so highly, and with justice,
at p. 1635 of THE LANCET of June 30th, was not drawn up by
me, but by the former medical officer of health for Man-
chester, Dr. Tatham, now chief of the Statistical Department,
Somerset House. I am. Sirs, yours faithfully,
City of Manchester Town Hall, June 29th, 1894. JAMES NIVEN.

MANCHESTER.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Small-pox.
SMALL-POX still threatens seriously, thirty-five cases, with

one death, having occurred last week. All the cases were
removed to hospital. Measures have been taken to provide
for any further spread of the disease by increasing the
number of beds very considerably at the Clayton Vale
Hospital. Existing buildings, part of extensive disused
manufacturing premises, are fortunately well adapted for
hospital wards. It is intended to send acute cases there at
once, the danger from aerial infection being less than at
Monsall, where the small-pox wards, though as far from the
other portions of the hospital as they could be placed, are
nearer than is desirable.

Stockport.
The annual meeting of the Lancashire and Cheshire branch

of the British Medical Association was held at Stockport on
June 27th, under the presidency of Dr. Edwin Rayner. It
was very numerously attended, probably more than 400

members being present. The scientific pabulum on the
agenda paper was small in quantity, though no doubt good of &pound;
its kind ; but the quality could not be tested, as this portion
of the business was not reached. The attraction drawing so-
many together was, no doubt, the great midwife question,
which seems to have a marvellously stimulating E 11’ect even
on the most phlegmatic temperaments.

Refuse Destructor for ivoss Side.
The ratepayers and property owners of Moss Side, a..

southern suburb of Manchester, have been much exercised
in mind on account of the intention of the local board to
erect a "destructor" for the district. A deputation
attended at the last monthly meeting to urge that nothing
should be done till after the November election. All sorts of
exaggerated fears found expression-that if carried out the
scheme would be disastrous to the future of the district ,.,.
that ’’ the nuisance caused by the constant passing of night-
soil carts, joined to that of the destructor, was likely to
cause an injury to property and to Whitworth Park which
could not be exaggerated." It was explained that the con.-
struction provided for the burning of all noxious fumes or
gasef, so that they could not escape unconsumed; "that no
excreta would be dealt with atthe destructor, but that they
would be taken direct to farms "; that there would only be
thirty loads for twenty-four hours over the whole district, &e.
The inhabitants of each district always wish to pass on their
refuse to the next, and think it a hardship that it is not

allowed ; but by degrees it may be hoped that less selfish
and more equitable views will be entertained.

Carriage of lwleat through the Streets.
A letter in one of the local papers draws attention to the-

revolting and barbarous fashion in which meat is conveyed
through the streets of most of our towns from the slaughter-
houses. The same applies to imported frozen meat. " It.
is quite customary for carts or traps to be loaded with meat.
exposed to dust, rain, and sun, except for a partial covering
of apparently old sacking, and frequently I have noticed the-
driver and a friend or two seated upon the meat, evidently
preferring it to a harder substance." This is a perfectly
truthful picture, and the writer’s suggestion that covered

conveyances should be used is one the authorities might take.
up, if only for decency’s sake.
July 4th. 

________________

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Railway Servants’ Eyesight Test: an Important Modificatian.,
THE general manager of the North-Eastern Railway

Company has, it is stated, considerably modified the eyesight.
test which certain employes of the company have recently
had to undergo, and which appears to have given rise to*
much dissatisfaction among the men. With regard to.
the wool test, the candidate is not to be deemed "colour
blind " if he is able to properly distinguish green from red, or-
red from green, and the standard of normal form vision
(Snellen’s type test) is 6’6 ; whilst the cases of those who are’
as low as 6’18 will be specially considered.

Memorial to Miss Mary Burton.
The Bishop of Carlisle has dedicated a chapel which has.

been erected at the Border Counties Home for Incurables",
Carlisle, as a memorial of the late Miss Mary Burton, who,
practically initiated the scheme for the founding of the home,
and whose sisters at the present time are among the most.
active and valued supporters of the home, which contains.
some twenty-six inmates. The chapel has cost about &pound;500.

Poisoned with White Lead.
An inquest has been held at the Gateshead workhouse into.

the cause of the death of Sarah Ann Cairns, aged thirty-three,
who died at that institution on the 17th ult. The deceasecls
had been employed at the white lead works at Ouseburn
since March this year. She came home ill on the 7th ult.
and was removed to the union workhouse on the llth ult-
She was then attended by Dr. Cook, but died six days later.
A verdict was returned to the effect that death was due to
convulsions consequent upon lead poisoning.

Home for Destitute Crippled Children.
The committee of the Home for Destitute Crippled Children

at a meeting held yesterday completed the purchase from the


